
Silver Scholarship

      

 

The Silver Scholarship Program provides a $1,000 education award, to be used for continuing education, to individuals over the age of 55 who complete not less than 350 hours of service in one year, carrying out projects of national need.  This program will help close the gap between our nation’s shortage of mentors – there are only 500,000 in this country – and the millions of children and young adults in need of guidance and direction.  I co-sponsored H.R. 1388 (Serve America Act ), which incorporates provisions of the Silver Scholarship Program that I originally introduced to the House of Representatives through H.R. 1047.  The Service America Act  was signed into law by the President on April 21, 2009.

 

Provisions of H.R. 1388 regarding the Silver Scholarship Program

    -  Authorizes $1,000 Silver Scholar education awards, based on 350 hours of service, for individuals age 55 and older.
    -  Transfer of education awards to the individual’s child or grandchild earned as a Silver Scholar is permitted so long as the child or grandchild meets the citizenship eligibility requirements for AmeriCorps and attains a high school degree before using.  Recipient must use the education award within 10 years of its being earned.
    -  Authorizes the appropriation of $12 million for the Silver Scholar and Encore Fellow programs for fiscal year 2010 and such sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 2010-2014.

 

  The Need for Senior Scholars: 

    -  Four out of 10 third graders do not read at a level that is necessary for them to be successful.  
    -  While there are several million youth who would accept and benefit from adult mentoring, most estimate the number of mentors in the country at less than 500,000.
    -  Well-run mentoring programs can change youth's life trajectories, reduce drug and alcohol use, and improve academic behaviors. 
    -  A recent analysis of more than two dozen studies concluded that one-on-one tutoring programs that tap community volunteers to help improve children's reading skills can be highly effective.
    -  The Corporation for National Service funded demonstrations projects which revealed that seniors in retirement will commit to serving ten hours per week if: projects are well-run and getting important things done in communities; if there is a structure through which the individual can participate; if there is some modest incentive to cover out-of-pocket costs and to recognize that the activity has value; and if there is flexibility built into the task so that seniors can participate in a variety of activities and in different amounts and blocks of times.  The Silver Scholarship Proposal will build on these experiences and successes.

 

Administration of the Program

    -  The program will be administered by the Corporation for National Service, which will give grants to small and faith-based non-profit organizations to allow them to award the Scholarships.
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Silver Scholarship

    -  All organizations currently receiving funds under the National and Community Service Act or the Domestic Volunteer Service Act, including under the National Senior Service Corps, will be eligible to compete for these funds.
    -  The scholarships must be used for qualified tuition and related expenses as defined under Section 117 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. As such, the scholarships will not be considered income for federal tax purposes.
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